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During June our themes will be ‘Summer’ and ‘Moving On’.
We will focus learning over the next couple of weeks on summer, changes in the season, picnics, beach days and the move to Primary School. I will also be providing focus points that will help to prepare your child for their move to Primary One, focussing on some of the important skills to keep up over the summer months.

Wishing a ‘Happy Birthday’ to our
July and August birthday children.This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND


      Enda Mc Closkey            Erin McGuigan
      Izzie Tustin                    Austin O’Neill
      Isla McGill

Personal, Social and Emotional Development:

· Talk to your child about the seasons – we are now in Summer, talk about how the weather has been warmer and the type of clothes we wear in Summer compared to those we wear in other seasons.
· Talk about staying safe in the sun – wearing sunscreen / sun hats to protect them from the harmful effects of the sun, the need to drink lots of fluids and stay in the shade during the warmest part of the day. 
· Talk about the kinds of activities we can do in summer – playing outside, going to the beach, picnics, barbeques. 
· Talk about how it is brighter for longer in Summer, and how it is still like daytime when they are going to bed! 
· Look out for nature – flowers that bloom in summer, how quickly the grass grows because of the heat, how we look after plants and flowers by having to water them more in Summer. Look out for the insects and animals we see in summer – buzzy bees and wasps, hopefully some butterflies too! 

Language Development:
· Encourage your child to listen to and follow simple instructions, ensure you pitch the instructions suitable to your child’s level of understanding. 
Ask them to do little things around the house to help – give a clear concise instruction, notice if they can follow this instruction through.
· Encourage your child to recall experiences of past summer holidays.
· [image: ]This week we encourage you to read the following books related to summer to introduce our theme: -           
· I See Summer by Charles Ghigna
· Summer Days and Nights
(both titles can be found on the You tube Channel)
Talk to your child about the story:      * What was their favourite part?
                                                *What do they like to do in the summer?
· Support your child to recall all the things that the children in the story do during the summer.
· Encourage your child to draw a picture of their favourite things from the story book. 
· Continue to try and read daily with your child, either story books from home, Book Trust NI or Libraries NI - Libraries NI have some great stories coming up on their YouTube channel. Join in every weekday at 2:30pm
· Please note you can also find a small selection of rhymes by Libraries NI on You Tube by typing the following into the search bar. Libraries NI Children’s story time/ Libraries NI Rhythm and Rhyme

Focus Point - Week 1 - Developing pre-writing skills - 'mark making'
[image: ]In Nursery, we spend a lot of time encouraging the skills for early writing (and we call this 'mark making'). These skills develop gradually over time with practice and help prepare the children for the more formal skills of writing in Primary One.

Pre-writing skills are essential for the child to be able to develop the ability to hold and move a pencil fluently and effectively and therefore produce legible writing. When these skills are underdeveloped, it can lead to frustration and resistance due to the child not being able to produce legible writing or to ‘keep up’ in class due to fatigue. This can then result in poor self-esteem and academic performance.

At this age, the children are all at different stages with their mark making skills and will be showing different levels of interest. We know that we want all the children to enjoy opportunities to mark make and become confident and excited about developing their writing skills.

As you might be wanting to support these skills at home over the summer months, it may be useful to remember these points -

· Being physically active promotes the muscular strength and control that is needed for writing - e.g. throwing / catching skills, balancing activities, working with bats and balls, participating in simple 'workout' activities.
· Holding and working with a range of different tools (e.g. chalks, paintbrushes, children's scissors, pens, pencils, markers) helps your child to build their finger strength and offering a variety of tools helps to maintain their interest!
· Making different marks on paper (in play activities) helps to develop the control needed for letter formation. (e.g. straight lines, up/ down or side to side, zig zag lines, curved lines, wavy lines, spirals, circles). These are the range of movements they will use later when writing letter shapes.
· Remember too that it doesn’t always have to be on paper. Put some flour or rice on a baking tray and let them scribble pictures on this. Sometimes a different stimulus promotes more interest.
· When using pencils encourage correct finger placement – use the advice sheet and grip provided from the home learning pack.
· Having fun in these activities will encourage the children to return to them again. Working on these skills for a short period of time on a regular basis - weekly is the most effective way to support your child.
(pre - writing skills sheet attached below – don’t worry if you do not have a printer available to print out the pages, just support your by child helping them create and draw similar lines/shapes on a blank page)

Early Mathematical Experiences:
· Shape - During the month of May we were encouraging you to look out for 2 shapes each week to work on shape recognition. Develop this during the month of June by supporting your child to create shapes outdoors  - from twigs, leaves, flowers, pebbles or if indoors  - blocks, markers, socks laid on the floor or drawing shapes. If your child is unsure of a shape draw a template of the shape on a page to help them.
Play the Shape Monster game to help your child to recognise and name shapes - www.topmarks.co.uk - Shape Monster 
Counting and Number recognition -
· Revisit the ladybird counting game on Topmarks-www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/ladybird-spotsThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

· Focus on the numbers 1 -10 counting and matching this week
· Build with blocks, number them up to 10 on the side – play alongside your child counting the blocks, ordering the blocks, place the blocks randomly on the floor,  encourage your child to find the numbers as you shout them out.
· Go on a number hunt around your home – what numbers can they find.
· Help your child to count a small number of items up to 10 accurately.
· Mathematical language – tall/short, taller/shorter, tallest/shortest
During the month of June as well as looking forward, we normally reflect on the year past with the children. One of the subjects that always comes up is about how much they have grown.  Talk to your child about how they have grown since September. 
Family Game – get everyone lined up encourage your child to put your family in order from the shortest to the tallest, support your child to use this mathematical language as you play alongside them, who is taller than… who is shortest…who is shorter or taller, why is…….the tallest? You can also use teddies, dolls and small world figures to play this game.


Physical Development and Movement:
· Continue to encourage your child to get lots of practice dressing and undressing themselves - with taking on/off – shoes, - putting on correct feet, jumpers, coats – zipping and buttoning – good preparation for going to Primary School.
· Continue with lots of cutting practice to develop scissor skills – First ensure correct grip and placement of fingers then try snipping, fringing, cutting straight and zigzag lines, cutting around shapes, cutting pictures from magazines. – remember this will all be very dependent on your child’s stage of development.
· Get lots of exercise – why not try Joe Wicks Kids Workout or Cosmic Kids Yoga on the You tube channel.
· Get painting outdoors– one of the activities that our Nursery children enjoy most is painting with real paintbrushes and buckets filled with water, outdoors. The children spend hours doing this and best of all it doesn’t do the walls, fence or ground any harm!!  It is a great activity for physical development.
	
The Arts:
· Encourage your child to recite and sing summer nursery rhymes/songs:
· Mary, Mary quite contrary, 	 
· Rain, Rain, Go Away!
· Here is The Beehive
· You Are My Sunshine
· The Big Ship Sails on the alley alley oh
· The Pirate Song – counting song
· Five Little Monkeys Swinging in a Tree
       These songs can all be found on You tube if you are unsure of the tune.
· Encourage your child to become aware of colours in the world around them and reinforce the colours we have learned( red, orange, black, brown, gold, silver, white, blue, pink, green, yellow, purple, grey) why not try colour mixing. This allows your child to explore changes – Help them find out what new colours they can make.
· Go on a colour hunt around the garden or house – Can you find an item for each colour?
· Engage in imaginative play with your child - plan to have a summer picnic encourage your child to collect all the items you will need, let them help you make snacks and sandwiches too.
· Encourage your child to draw and mark make as much as possible. 
· Have a go at colouring in the ice-cream picture attached below.
[image: ][image: ]Summer art to try:
 
    Cool summer drinks art                                                   You are my       
                                                                                sunshine  
                                                                                handprint picture              



[image: ][image: ]World Around Us
· Talk to your child about the season of Summer – How is it different from Winter?
· Go on a summer stroll look out for and listen out for the signs of summer. – lawnmowers, children playing outdoors, flowers, birds, grass, leaves on the trees etc
· Talk about how we stay safe in the sun and why we need to stay safe – to protect our skin/eyes etc. Please ensure you put on sunscreen and a hat on sunny days.
· Talk to your child about how we can keep cool on warm summer days. Can the think of things they do to cool them down – ice cream, cold drinks, pool, light clothing etc 
· Collect some summer clothes and winter clothes – get your child to sort them into the appropriate groups – talk to them about why we use different clothes at different times of the year.
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